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Agenda

* Visual rhetoric
* Design principles
* Application practice with various examples

*Check out additional resources through our website:
https://www.asc.dso.iastate.edu/visual-and-electronic-resources



Visual Rhetoric

Visual rhetoric focuses on what we see to
help us communicate meaning (inform,
persuade, etc.)

* Can refer to images or texts and how
they are arranged or designed.
 Examples: presentations, research

posters, websites, portfolios, art,
infographics
e How have you used visual rhetoric? .




Basic Design Principles

1.Contrast
2.Repetition
3.Alignment
4. Proximity

(Williams, 2008)



Contrast

Contrast = elements of a
text are VERY DIFFERENT
rather than the same or
similar

High or low contrast allows
the communicator to
emphasize or
deemphasize, respectively,
certain elements of a
design.
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Albinagorta, C. (2020, June 18). Professional PowerPoint examples to upgrade your designs.
https://24slides.com/presentbetter/professional-powerpoint-design-examples/



Repetition

* Repetition = the use of
the same element
multiple times

 Repeating elements of
a visual design can
emphasize the
relationship between
elements that are
repeated

(2018, Oct. 15). Say it again: The power of repetition in print. Twiisted Media.
https://twiistedmedia.com/say-it-again-the-power-of-repetition-in-print/



Alignment

e Alignment = how elements on
a page are arranged, whether
horizontally or vertically

e Effective use of alignment can
help control how a reader
moves through the piece of
communication.

* Alignment creates visual
order.
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Proximity

* Proximity = distance between
elements of a text

* Having items close together
indicates a close relationship

* Having items far away
communicates that those
items are not closely related
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McGuire, S. (2019, Nov 21). What are the 9 types of infograp hics?
https://venngage.com/blog/9-types-of-infographic-template/



Additional Visual Elements

* Universal Design

* Font style and size

* Background

* White space
(margins, spacing,
etc.)




Universal Design

* The Center for Universal Design defines UD as "the design of
products and environments to be usable by all people, to the

greatest extent possible, without the need for adaptation or
specialized design” (as cited in Burgstahler, 2021).

* This means accessibility benefits everyone through increased
clarity and inclusion.

Example: closed captioning for videos, minimum font size of 24
on presentation slides, and dyslexia friendly sans serif fonts



Text Size

Which of these sizes is easiest to read?

Which of these sizes is easiest to read?

Which of these sizes is easiest to read? - 24 font

Which of these sizes is easiest to read?

Which of these sizes is easiest to read?

Which of these sizes is easiest to read?

Which of these sizes is easiest to read?

Which of these sizes is easiest to read?

_ 12 font



Text and Font

* Some gewte ARE difficult w read.

* Neutral fonts and avoiding all caps makes it easier to
read.

* Best practice for slides is 6x6 rule: fewer than six bullet
points with fewer than six words each



Background

Brightly-colored backgrounds can take attention
away from the speaker.



Background

Darker backgrounds can be more
relaxing.
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https://foremostfood.wordpress.com/2013/07/02/designing-my-forest-garden/
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Canopy layer

e provides protection from too much sun,
wind, precipitation

* adds structural diversity for a variety of
lifeforms

 allows for better temperature control in a

forest
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Application Activity

In small groups, analyze the following images.

 What is working well?
* How can they be improved (based on universal and basic design
principles)?
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Conflict Minerals: Should Businesses Avoid or Develop?

Supply Chain Management McCombs School of Business

Abstract

*  Coallict minerals are those that are
sourced under armed forces

*  Militia sell the minerals to smelters to
be used

. In countries bke the Demacratic
Republic of Congo {DRC), roughly 5
million civilkans and workers have died
working in these mines

*  Armed militia in the DRC generate $S180
million annually from exporting conflict
minerals to smelters

. Profits are used to continue thedr
supply of weapons

Research Objective

*  Amalyze the effects companies have on
countries that soarce conflict minerals

*  Determine the extent to which
companbes are held respoasible for the
treatment of workers in these mines

. Make recoenmendations for how
businesses can create & more
transparent supply chain

Background/Introduction
. In 2010, the US passed the Dodd-Frank

Act
. This act required that companies list and
audit all of their suppliers

. Businesses were profqilbited from
sourcing from coumtries that sold conflict
minerals

. 2014 is the lirst year that companies are

required to provide their lest aadit
showing improvements in their supply
chain towards less use of these minerals
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Benehts of Dodd-Frank Act

Serves as guiding point for companies to hase
their plan of action against conllice mueserals
. Forces companies to disclose what their
suppliens use
¢ Ellminates a magor source of income =
countries, like DRC that rely on profits from
conflict minerals

e Creates more transparency s businesses
Negatives of Dodd-Frank Act
. Focus of economy should be en reforming
linancial and capital markets, not humas
righes
¢ Adds another layer of burcoucracy 1o besiness
. Sty the balance o the supply and demand of

tunpates

o Estumated mtial compliance costs of $3 1w §4
bl USD, sad ancther $200 million
assually thereafter

Methods for Verifying
Conflict-Free

. Auditing: required of each supplier within
A company’s supply chain

¢ Supply certification: third-party suditors
evaluate suppliers under standards that
the company has already set out

. Bag and tag labeling: minerals are bagged
and tagged “conflict free” immediately
upon extraction

¢ Analytical fingerprinting: 2 method
determuned by a group of German
scientists in which the region in which the
minerals were extracted from can be

determined

Recommendation

. Seurce majorny of minerals from places thas
are not in conflicted regons

¢ Find political support fres international
Annesty o ?‘-"I.’lg reform to the business

process in these regies

The University of Texas at Austin. (n.d.). Conflict minerals: Should businesses avoid or develop?
https://ugs.utexas.edu/sites/default/files/ugs/images/uBIGbusl.png
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Apply to the School
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News

Public Events

Official School of Art COVID-19 Updates:

Pause animations |

' B All public Yale School of Art events for the remainder of
7% the Spring 2020 semester have been canceled or
"+ postponed.

& A Message from Dean Kuzma to MFA Students (March 21, 2020) >>

SoA COVID-19 Student Resources >>

Yale School of Art COVID-19 FAQ >>

Yale School of Art. (n.d.). Official school of art COVID-19 updates. https://www.art.vale.edu/


https://www.art.yale.edu/

What is it?

* Appointments for individual or group assignments

WRITING &
COMMUNICATION
CONSULTATIONS

o Help with written, spoken, or visual projects
o Not just for English classes!

* Personalized support from a trained peer tutor
* Common Topics

o Qrganizing a paper
o Revising a resume
o Practicing a speech
o Grad school application materials




Appointment Types
* Meet in-person in Hixson Lied Student Success,

or meet with your consultant online!

WRITING & * All appointments are 45 minutes in length.
COMMUNICATION * Online appointments can be held on
CONSULTATIONS GoogIeDocs Webex, or a combination of the

2-5pm 9a-7p 9a-/p 9a-7p 9a-/p 9a-1p
How to schedule: Scan this QR code: : :_...-:-:
- =t
or on the EAB Navigate App ] irh




Thank you for your feedback!
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